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Leaflet 
European Patent in the Slovak Republic (Slovakia) 

 
 
Territory 
 
This part of the European patent covers the territory of the Slovak Republic (Slovakia). 

National patent number 
 
The Slovak part of the European patent will be assigned a national patent number. 

Duration 
 
Provided that the annual national renewal fees are paid, the patent has a duration of 20 years from 
the European filing date.  

Compulsory use 
 
A patented invention should be sufficiently worked in the territory of the Slovak Republic within 3 
years from grant or within 4 years from filing the application (whichever period expires later), failing 
which the patent can become subject to the grant of compulsory license. The competent Court 
may grant a non-exclusive compulsory license under the patent upon request of any party who has 
made a reasonable offer for a license agreement to the owner of the patent which the owner has 
not accepted, provided that party can show to be able to exploit the patented invention in the 
territory of the Slovak Republic. A compulsory license may also be granted if an important public 
interest is endangered. In such case, a compulsory license may be granted even before the expi-
ration of the term of 4 years from filing or 3 years from grant. 

Marking 
 
Marking is not compulsory, but marked products may have implications for the amount of com-
pensation in case of past infringement. Possible marking is ‘Patent Nr.…’. 

EU member countries 
 
The Slovak Republic is a member of the European Union (EU). As far as patents are concerned, 
this has the consequence that once products protected by the patent are sold by or with the per-
mission of the patentee in one EU member country, shipment of these products into and out of 
other EU member countries basically cannot be prevented. Please do not hesitate to contact us if 
you have any questions on this issue. 


