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Territory

The Netherlands’ part of this European patent covers the European territory of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands and of the islands Curagao and Sint Maarten.

National patent number

No national patent number is assigned to this part of the European patent.

Duration

Provided that the annual national renewal fees are paid, the patent has a duration of 20 years from
the European filing date.

Compulsory use

The patent may be liable to compulsory licenses if, after lapse of 3 years from the date of publica-
tion of the mention of the grant in the European Patent Bulletin the invention is not worked indus-
trially to a sufficient extent either by the owner of the patent or by a licensee within the Nether-
lands, Curacao and Sint Maarten, or in any country of the European Economic Area (to which be-
long the EU member countries as well as Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway), or in another mem-
ber of the WTO provided that a sufficient supply in the Kingdom of The Netherlands of the patented
products (or of the products produced by the patented process, where applicable) is secured. Suf-
ficient working of an invention in this context means the manufacture of the patented article or the
application of the patented process respectively, in industry by the owner of the patent or by a
licensee.

Marking

Marking of patented articles is not obligatory. However, marking patented products or mentioning
the patent in publications about patented products or methods may have implications for awarding
damages in infringement proceedings. The marking preferably includes the patent number (for
instance in the format ‘Octrooi no. EP/NL X XXX XXX'; or ‘Patent no. EP/NL X XXX XXX').

EU member countries

The Netherlands are a member of the European Union (EU). As far as patents are concerned, this
has the consequence that once products protected by the patent are sold by or with the permission
of the patentee in one EU member country, shipment of these products into and out of other EU
member countries basically cannot be prevented. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have
any questions on this issue.
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