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National patent number

The Spanish part of the European patent will be assigned a national patent number.
Duration

Provided that the annual national renewal fees are paid, the patent has a duration of 20 years from
the European filing date.

Compulsory use

Within 3 years from the publication of the notice of grant or 4 years from the date of filing of the
application, whichever period ends last, the patented invention must be worked in Spain, in another
EU member country or in another WTO member country to an extent sufficient to satisfy the de-
mand of the Spanish market. The working must be carried out by the owner of the patent or by
somebody authorized by the owner of the patent (e.g. a licensee) and may not be discontinued for
more than 3 consecutive years. If there is no such working without legitimate reasons, any person
may apply for the grant of a compulsory licence.

Marking

Marking is not compulsory. If desired, products may be marked “Pat. No.”, “Patente No.” or "Pa-
tente espanola No.”, followed by the number of the patent.

EU member countries

Spain is a member of the European Union (EU). As far as patents are concerned, this has the
conseguence that once products protected by the patent are sold by or with the permission of the
patentee in one EU member country, shipment of these products into and out of other EU member
countries basically cannot be prevented. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any ques-
tions on this issue.
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