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Leaflet 
Patents in Saudi Arabia 

 
 
Duration 
 
A patent shall be protected for 20 years from the date of filing the application in Saudi Arabia. 

Compulsory use 
 
The Patent Office may grant a compulsory license upon application to any third person, provided 
that the patentee has not exploited or sufficiently exploited the invention covered by the patent 
within 4 years from the application filing date or 3 years from the grant date unless he justifies that 
with a legitimate excuse. 

Marking 
 
The number and date of the patent must be marked on the products covered by it. In the absence 
of sufficient marking patentee may not be entitled to claim damages in case of infringement. How-
ever, a patentee may nevertheless claim damages if he proves that he has served upon the in-
fringer a notice concerning the existence of the patent; in such case damages may be claimed for 
the period after the notice had been served. 
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