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Leaflet 
Patents in Finland 

 
 
Duration 
 
The patent has a maximal duration of 20 years from the filing date provided that the national annual 
renewal fees are paid in due time. 

Compulsory use 
 
Working of a patented invention is not compulsory. However, if a patent has not been worked or 
brought into use to a reasonable extent in Finland within 3 years from grant and within 4 years 
from the application date, it may become the subject of compulsory licenses upon request of a 
third party. 

Marking 
 
Marking is not compulsory. Anyone who indicates that a patent has been granted or been applied 
for (by marking of products or their packaging, in advertisements, or in any other way) without at 
the same time indicating the (serial) number of the patent application or patent concerned must on 
request furnish said number immediately. 

License 
 
Licenses are only effective against third parties if recorded. We recommend that you contact us if 
you intend to grant a license under the Finnish part your European patent. 

EU member countries 
 
Finland is a member of the European Union (EU). As far as patents are concerned, this has the 
consequence that once products protected by the patent are sold by or with the permission of the 
patentee in one EU member country, shipment of these products into and out of other EU member 
countries basically cannot be prevented. 
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