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Leaflet 
Patents in Switzerland and the principality of Liechtenstein 

 
 
Territory 
 
The patent covers the territories of Switzerland and Liechtenstein. 

Duration 
 
The patent has a duration of 20 years from the filing date, provided that the annual fees are paid in 
time. 

Compulsory use 
 
The patented invention should be sufficiently worked in Switzerland or Liechtenstein within 3 years 
from the date of grant of the patent or within 4 years from the date of the application, as to satisfy 
the needs of the Swiss market. If the is no sufficient working without valid reason, any interested 
party may apply for a compulsory licence. Not sufficiently working the patent also involves the risk 
of cancellation of the patent. Importation is deemed working of the patent. 

Patentees who are citizens of Germany or the USA or are domiciled in either of these countries, 
and who work corresponding patents in their home country or country of domicile respectively, do 
not need to work their Swiss patent.). 

Marking 
 
Marking is not compulsory, but it is recommended to indicate the patented goods and/or their 
packaging as “+ No…” (the cross forming part of the marking being the Swiss Federal Cross. 
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