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Leaflet 
Designs in the USA 

 
 
Territory 
 
The U.S. design patent is valid for the territories of the U.S., the Panama Canal Zone, Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands (of the U.S.), the American Samoan Islands, Guam and the Northern Mariana 
Islands. 

Duration 
 
The design patent has a duration of 15 years from the date of grant. No maintenance fees are 
required. 

Marking 
 
For being entitled to damages in the case of an infringement suit it is necessary that the patented 
product or - if this is not possible- the packaging thereof or any related paperwork is marked by a 
notice pointing to the patent protection. Usual marking: "U.S. Patent No." or „Pat. U.S.“ followed 
by the number of the design patent. A party failing to mark the protected product may recover 
damages only for infringement occurred after the party has notified the potential infringer of the 
protection by the design patent. 

 


